
-THE - FIRING LI 
DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF RICHMOND'S WHOLESALERS, MANUFACTURERS AND COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS 

i!Hiuiiaiii!iiiiiiiiisniiini!iuu!iiiauii;uiiLsmuuim 
iititiifiiiimiimitiisKiiiffiiititm" 

=**= 

The Business 
^Column *- 

, Edited by MANSFIELD F? HOUSE mi 
.,.. ••-;ar-» T?. -r-r.aursS-'V. 
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•nn arr-*- n**w» and short article* f special Interest to merchants, their 
will anr^-ir 

SlWWpie and business m-n and w omen in general 

BrUEST T>KT'» >toki 

HAXBU3* oma i*k» *>s 

The Fire nun s irufc store, at 

Broad and Market Mr. <•'$. NcwarK 
jj j„ if given credit b> pTtarmacis.e 
throughout the Tided Uute. at be- 

int the busiest aetab'lahment of its 

kind in the country and is visited 

from time to time bv the knights o. 

the mortar and pes'ie to ■‘■arn Jus 

how to pair, business! and ho.d H- 

Its owner is W 1 Beldon. ««>••• 

about forty five a auiet and unas- 

suming mar. who was fid > h.s 

friends a fee, year! ago that he was 

plain downright razy 'when he 

quit hi? little store where hr was 
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Land 

IS worth the 'rip ..-let' 

He!.lor: has nothing to say about 
l»f>w hf »i:d ;t *’»• idvr,-: > in the 

papiiit of Newark uIV• ».’• ;h« t h -in<1 
it go rif that r i:. : h- »d\ 
4rur* h31 not h: «•:: Sn tb<- 

V*ho ha.'«»!;< o\ r t hA 

■/plticwith eritb- a? *-y< hr.-o r« a eh 
.. *$£«* one's us;onsc r-rs h-v * ■ 

storf aha f attained this pre- 

■ipiinf nc < Th«“ are- 

Firrv Pickin'-* 1 '.oration tht.it ar 

i Viir*d pU‘ntv of trafflf’ »r .i hiv 1 ntr 

the nerve fr. ;* 1»jon<- own 

5* or on d Possessing the right kind 
ct 2tr t "«■ to r. e v hat *h« puhho 
wants and h;»v nc it r< .* for thorn 
when thf il) 

Third Arran!’..-. •• : ; .. ’-tm.-nt 

thf- bur on.’- iutor 1 not war. 

Fourth Hirin'* n rr enough 
gales force to handle tr'; m with 

BpOC 1 
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re -ir> oyg r; 
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A;- i nran* of taking construct ivo 
ret ion tr*>*n r:1 re due-tn? th- hi&h cost, 

of imnnrr the Xi’ orvil petal] Or* 
c*?f' Aftfoe afjon. through its err* 

L*--»a M. HiiU.errhaiCh. of Den- 
ver Co] y urr.r.' St ite M»cr<*T.iries 
to advocate th* irro of four fode- 
ri; 5awi a? fr.; «• 
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and finished prndurt? hr permitted 
to (Jp.iI in the same 

MOTUKRS SHOP WJHIjE 
Cmi.RRKN READ HOOKS 

Attracting the book trade of both 
adults And children )? the Children's 
Pook4 Corner in the I^ord & Taylor 
Fsook Shop. New York Tucked 
away in conspicuous\ at nno end of 
the well-stocked bookshop for adults ! 
is a special corner, enclosed by hitch 
counters that insure little people 
complete privacy and quiet when 
thev pore intently over Mootherl 
CfC/oee rhvmes This secluded little j 
room walled by bookshelves, is fur- I 
rushed with the most diminutive 
•"hairs and table* in arrinable lust 
high enough for little hoys and girls j 

For this littie corner is the rhil-j 
drrn’s own—a department devoted 
eXrlusively to literature for little peo- 
ple ir, this quiet spot children are 

invited to come and read—whether) 
mother buys the books or not. 

In other words to quote Miss En- 
nis, the brown-« yed, sympathetic wo- 

man. who takes charge >if the Chil-I 
dren’s Book Corner "This is a cor- 
ner where children mav come and 
amuse themselves while mother doe* 
her shopping upstairs’ 

Mis* Ennis realzes. of course that j 
or 'whole children are not strictly i 
th< ;mnsediate buyers of children’s] 
books Bather adults who purchase' 
the majority of children’s books haw 
to be soid first. On the other h ind j 
’his shop realizes that children plav ! 
a considerable part in the selection j 
of their rending, and this corner pro 
vide? the quiet spot in which to 

do it 
Most mothers find it quite n de- 

lightful help to leave their children 
>:i Mifh aafe. capable hands while 
thev do tpeir shipping alone up- 
s'a-.rs Needles* to say the children 
prefer To wait here among th-- pic- 
‘ure bools too Nothing m.ake«* a 

bttle boy or girl mr>re fretty and 
mpafient than to be hurried nrop- ) 

dress department; or mil liners' sec 

Eons and here hurried inferos*, di 
fairy tale*, or pirate adventures 

‘•veil, the time >urt flics. 
Another attractive feature of this 

Children* Book I'll*'r:er >«. The little 
truest book idea Ther$ is a big 
brown lea her-covered guest book 
■Ie\-..’,.<1 <> v-'Ium v*-!v to the little vis- 
itor., to; the corner Nothing dclvld* 
a child more than to be asked to 
writ, it*, name. Rven the, tiniest per 
son feels important to thin); that his 

I: requt ted nd n •. 

t h br 'ad* ujv.n'le scrawls of Mar 
*‘.-.rieA and Cdiuf.sr„ wh.,> rvvd in the 
book corner. 

TAITOrr C1N CTA* TO 
V !\ MOKT: m !M>vS 

Believing in tin old a dare that 
tv-thing succeeds like success Befo- 
*■:v'-’h Brq-T hor ■- c •*.•: truy*. 'ot*•.>?. 
illc Pa arc using a large portion 

of their newspaper cpure this fall to 
tell the public just how well they 
have done the last several years 

Thev point our Th u on \u-srus ? 
191$. their business done to .late for 
the vear reached the total handled 
for the who]* of 191S no? withstand 
'n*• '’torfth a- Prnr*r*ah 1 * verkr'* 

The corollary to the feature is *haf 
•heir line is bigger and bettc" *han 
ever before and that the', can soli 
more 'cheaply because of the volume 
of business done 
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p British Foreign Trade Flsnircs 

g; Iferittnh forojv- trade by the way, 
||i «howlrr marked signs of improve- 
P^Mtnt The latest month for which 
^fcilU!ed flrjrh* are available if? a li- 

st. -That morrh fhe imports into 
United Kingdom increased %r, per 

lit over those for Aufrust, 3M8, the 
-—.Jjlrtfrrtr Incr- aff-d hv 7 2 per cent, and 
?||ic r#~«*por? hv 572 per cent For 
Pi# ftrrt eitrht months of this ealen- 
pt*P year the increase over the eorre- 

f|pK>ndin«r perhd of ir*ig was 17 per 
in imports 4 2 per cent In ex* 

and 23! per cent in re exports. 
# tendency 1? toward a reduction 
the import* and a continued In- 

in the exports and re-exports 
J there *s a long road yet toward 

H/nfj like the balancer of the pe- 
precctflng the war Then Jt ie 
th^re was also an excess of im- 

wlWfCh were counter balanced by l 

in'Timf derived from shipping ami 

from foreign investments Th> total 
foreign trade In tho first <>i"ht month’ 
of ! 3'. \ for insta nee. was 1 1,24 a 201 
P71, divided hf tween f8 t 653 
of imports and $1,325,170,012 of on 
or r*r For the corresponding oorto.1 
•-hli. war Lhr tfiU.j trade way S7.SCS. 
055.046. of which the imports were 

14.355 726 202 and tho exports $2.- 
712 55 2 *) 4 Tho impo-ts nlono dur- 
nr- tho first eight month* of this vi a* 

"•err- greater than tho whole of tho 
foreign trade in the corresponding 
per? ,1 five years nco l>y about *700 
000 000 Tt if. interesting to note that 
trade between the Fnited Kingdom 
arid Germany tv s rr.or. than started 
In the fvst h i]f of thi year, whde 
the import* from G* ntt: in; ^r’niiti'. 
1 d to only $45 i*" the exports to that 
country from the United Kingdom 
footed up the quite respectable total 
of $ 1 6,6 6 2.3 5 1. 

World’s Potion Fenfenain1 
Jn one respect at least the World's 

Pot'on Conference at New Orleans 
promises to he useful. This Is he- 
ause 'hr different farters In the In- 

dustry had the opportunity of pre- 
■ ntjrv 'he;?- respective aides or view- 
tint* to an# another Almost at the 

1 !i'nt there were clashes between 
,v growers of cotton and those en- 
gaged in the manufacturing end. 
r:y-h side has apparently, much to 
.barn from the other. It Was brought 
out for example how much the 
grower would he benefited by proper 
*• rrtjon of seed, scientific cultiva- 
t ori. and business methods |n baling 
warehousing and selling The waste 
o; v.i'd by methods usually in vogug 
is a Severe and costly tax on the in- 
dustry as a. whole The futility was 
shown of trying to determine the cost 

raising and gathering the crop. 
This varies, not only in different lo- 
alltie* hut also with different per- 

sons in the same locality Nothing 
is so certain as that more money 
can be made by growers than has 
been 'he ease, and 'he only question is whether some ,,f them are wilting 
to get edit of their old ruts There In 
ouite a diversify of opinion as to 
w hether it w ould he to the advant- 
age of anybody to restrict the output. 
which a very different thing than 
restricting the acreage planted On 
one point practically every on# is 
agreed, and that Is that speculation | 
in cotton helps no one except th# 
gemhler* concerned. Another point 
i#t commends itself is that stahttUy 

In price if it could bo h.ul, would bo 
an advantage to all legitimate inter- 
ests. 

Fnrtors In OoMon Situation 
It would be difficult to say which 

factor was the most potpnt in the 
well-sustained rise in cotton quota- 
tions during the past week The un- 
toward weather over a large part of 
the crowing district was one of the 
factors whose influence was very 
marked po, also, was the prospect of 
early normal resumption of interna- 
tional trade forecast hy the ratifies* 
tion of th< Pence Treaty hy enough 
nations to give it validity. On the 
other hand, the latest figures,show- 
ing consumption of cotton In domes- 
tic mills for September were not very 
cheering Although the amount was 

; 

1 

about l 400 bales morp Than In Sep- 
tember, 1918, It vu loss by about 
11,000 bains than In August of this 
year. The exports, also, wers 1J0.000 
halo* Ip.ss to date than at thl* period 
last ypar. But, whatever optimism 
was shown In the Cotton Exchanges 
It was much loss than what was ap- 
parent In the goods markets Manu- 
facturers jobbers, and converters 
seems to have com* to the conclusion 
that cotton prices, while they will 
probably show some wide fluctua- 
tions. are bound for the year to be 
on a relatively high level, and they 
are proceeding on that assumption 
Thev are. in their prims, allowing 
more than a fair margin for any 
fluctuation in the cost of the raw 

material Printrloth* and other gray 
goods have been showing an upward 
tendency for goods to be delivered as 
fnr ahead as late next spring, and 
other fabrics have caught the same 
impulse The prices on denims which 
^•cre made on Thursday by the big- 
gest factor in the trade, with a basis 
of 87 1-2 cents a vard on 2.20 goods, 
are a fair indication of what is go- 
ing on In knit goods as distinguish- 
ed from woven, there continues the 
issertif n that the supply Is hardly 
kclv to ho sufficient to meet the de- 

ni an dg 

Conditions in Wool and Woolens 
fettle change Is noticeable in the 

wool situation from week to week. 
The minor auction salce abroad con- 
tinue to show the price firmoeas. es- 
pecially for the better grades, which 
marked the recent larger ones in 
l/ondon Regarding the latter, it is 
reported that the takings for Ameri- 
can aeonnt were 10,000 bales 
i'hang’s of dale have been made for 
remaining sales of colonial wools in 
bondon un to the end <-.* the year 
The firr' of them will begin on the 

'*• instant md continue to Novem- 
ber -l and the second will start In 
;><■, ember The next series of sales at 
auction of government owned wools 
■ the Cotin.rv -mi .open in Boston 
°:i .v ■ e ember 10, The goods market 
remains devoid of any very marked 
features beyond the fart that the 
mills ure seeing their Wan- clear to 
provide larger supplies of fabric* 
than were at first indicated The call 
has been for the more expensive 
Moths and for worsteds rather than 
for woolens The garment manufac- 
turers seem to favor the higher pric- 
ed f.ahrics What difference there is 
in price between these and the other 
kind j» not «o material just now when 
lihnr corn- of manufacturing gar- 
ni ntf ar.- taken into account, .and it 

• ifier to secure higher prices for 
clothing that looks and feels high 

i: Some minor openings of spring 
lines have taken p!&<;«. but. the big 
ones are due for the present week. 

NEW mm 
40 SHOE WOMENS 

Plans by the Big Shops to Incnonne 

Tlu-tr Employes and to En- 
eotirag, Them. 

Along the general demand on the 
i!t of the shopping public for the 

N-rtrr grades of merchandise has 
omc a desire for better service that 
•xecutives of retail stores all over 

th country, especially in the larger 
■ ties, are endeavoring to provide. 
Titov are attempting to furnish it in 

number of ways, the most import- 
mt of which .at the present time be- 

Smoke 

FONCICO 
CIGAR 

7c—Three for 20c 
31’PREME SATISFACTION 

IN FA'FRY PUFF. 
At Your Smoke Shop. 

C. W. Antrim & Sons, 
Richmond, Va. 

World’s Tastiest Chewing 
Gum 

A Perfect Blend of the 5 Tan ti- 
er* Fruits. 

Made tn Richmond By 

FRANKLIN-CARO CO. 

Artesian 
Well Drillers 
GMblfiK ICntlni*. 
Windmills. Tanks, 
damn. 

Write For Our 
Water 8yutem 
Booklet 

Sydnor Pump & Well Co 

Ins their desire to fmprove the per- 
sonnel of the selling staff Thts they 
iire endeavoring to do by attracting 
to the stores a type of girl 3n<1 ! 

man that hajs never known the ad- 

vantages of sales work in stores In- 

cluding the number of special privi- 
leges ar.d thP numerous promotions 
to high posts which this kind of em- 

ployment affords 
There are at least two Important 

ways the executives of the big stores 

are trying to get new workers of 

the kind they want, as well as to re- 

tain those who have given satisfac- 
tion to the shops and their custom- 

ers. One of these is to offer in addi- 
tion to the various privilege? which 
store positions automatically give, 
special prizes and bonuses The 

other Is to show the advantages of 
the employment through carefully 
drawn announcement* that are far 
cry from the brief, formed "help 
wanted" advertisements of only a 

few years ago. Recent advertise- 
ment* of the newer kind put out 
by one of the best-known stores In 
the country, illuetrate the latter 
method very clearly. Here there is 
no call for "ejtperienced saleswomen 
for our millinery and ready-to-wear 
departments.” nor is there any brus- 
que request of the applicant to "ap- 
ply to the superintendent on the 
—th floor.” Instead the advertise- 
ment* in question are of the “educa- 
tional*’ type. 

As to the bonus and commission 
system of holding satisfactory old 

employes and getting new ones, one 

big store works this way A bonus of 
tin is offered to present employe* 
for each new customer brought in 

by them who stays six months To 
the ; resent commission system of 

paying 2 per cent on all sales ex- 

ceeding the specified monthly quotas 
there he* been added the plan of 

paying a commission of one-half of 
1 per rent on all sales up to that 
amount specified as the quota which 
must be sold by an employe in order 
fully to eagn the salary paid to him 
or her. 

According to an executive of the 
store operating the plans just out- 

lined. both haw taken very weD 
with the employes Making the SIC 
bonus contingent on the new u rk- 
ers staying six months leads the em- 

ployes who bring them in to take 
a personal interest in seeing that 
they get along well enough to last 
through the specified period Bv the 
time the six months are up it is fig- 
ured by both the store executives 
ar.d the older workers the new em- 
ployes will be so enamored of the 
work and Its possibilities for pro- 
motion to Digger and better posi- 
tions that they will stick irdejjnltely. 

In encouraging the new' worker 
the offering of one-half of 1 per cent 
on all sales up to the quota point 
plays Just as large a part as it doe* 
in keeping in a cheerful frame of 
mind the employes older in point of 
service, who for any reason, rr.av 
have failed to earn the larger com- 
mission by- exceeding their salts quo- 
tas Sometimes the quotas are not 

1 reached. This frequently happens 
through no fault of the employe. 

such as, -when too warm weather 
holds back the sale, of fall ready-to- 
wear garment® and furs, or when 
noniinued cold weather sets hack 
sales of spring merchandise In cases 
of this kind, the "old" employes are 

encouraged to stick because they 
know they are going to get some- 

thing besides their salaries in spite 
of the vagaries of the weather man 
or other trade-deterrent factors, 
'fhe new workers arc likewise en- 
couraged. for they know that they, 
too. will get returns larger than their 
actual Kalarie* while thov are learn- 
ing the business to a point when- 
they a,a e:a < e.i ..e.i quotas ar.d 
earn ’he larger commission paid on 
excess sales, 

Since grand opera tickets have 

gone to $7 only the wage-earhers 
and profiteers can af.ord to attend.— 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal. 

§ DIXIE 
HATS & CAPS 

Manufactured in 
Richmond 

& By Etchison Hat Co., *\ 
Inc. ♦I 

I HILL’S LETTER I 
| SHOP j 
y (Division) 

| Hill Directory Co., Inc. i 
£ Multigrapbers of § 
•3 Ix-ttors. Forms, Etc. 

gl Adrossing, Mailing. 
■j Mailing 1,1sts. 

1; S23 Mutual Bldg. Mad. 337.% | k _• S 
r r«^8iwig5M>aj<waRagaasnBta>a><!^tqg>gf 

BEST BY EVERY TEST 
17 HIGHEST MEDALS 

Largmmt Smiling Brand in U. S, 
C. F. SAUER C6. RJCHMONQ, VA. 

HOME INSTITUTIONS FIRST 

VIRGINIA FIRE AND MARINE! 
Insurance Co. of Richmond, Va. 

(Incorporated 1832) 

Assets, January 1, 1919.$2,445,889.22 
Net Surplus.. 956,350.23 
Surplus to Policyholders. 1,206,350.28 

Win. II. Calmer Pros.; K. B. Addison. V.-Pros.; H. C. Tiowta. Jr., Sooty, 
•f. C. Watson, Tress. ; .i, M. Ix a kc, (icnn al Ajjeut, 

f 

MURPHY’S 

European Plan. .JOHN MURPHY, Founder, 
The old Richmond Resort with strictly modern huildinfrt, fronting or. 

three street*—Broad. Eighth and Grace—the attractive as veil l.u.-<■ ■ 

part of Richmond Near C .pito! Square. 

Private and Public. Dining-Rooms and Oyster and Fish Cafe. 

ROOMS Si IT. 
Ladles visiting Richmond find the Parlors, the RrirUre and the Mi, 

Auditorium attractive features JAMES T DISNEY. President. 

srsas. 

What would volt do 
without newspaper 

advertisements ? 

What if there were no advertisements in any newspaper? 

Lost and found articles might never be restored to their owners. Buy- 
ing, selling and renting houses would be greatly delayed. 

Merchants would be compelled to depend almost entirely upon those, 
who passed by their stores for their trade. 

Such a condition would set the hands of the clock of progress back 
two hundred years. It would limit trade. It.would bring delays and 

annoyances and make purchasing risky and expensive. 

This goes to show how important newspaper advertisements are in 
our everyday affairs. 

Read them fully and faithfully. It may mean many added advant- 

ages in your life and dollars in your pocketbook. 
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